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Highlights of the New for 2019
MassTrac Legislative Information,
Analysis & Tracking Service






	
	FEATURE
	HIGH VALUE
	COMMENTS

	

	New for 2019

	Bill text collaboration
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Collaborate with anyone, MassTrac subscriber or not, on the text of bills – association members, specialists, office mates, clients, whoever

	Personalized dashboard
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	There are about 1300 MassTrac users, and 1300 unique dashboards – the page you land on once you log in. See stuff important just to you

	MassTrac Mobile
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Contains the full service, not an app containing partial content

	Whipboard
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	A drag and drop tool to keep track of legislator commitments on bills

	Census Bureau district data
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Granular legislative district detail on just about every topic … prepare briefing books containing district-based information to best promote your position

	Legislator effectiveness at moving bills through the process
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	With whom legislators vote
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	With whom legislators co-sponsor bills
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	View bills you recently read
	
	Because people tend to forget bill numbers (because we have so many in Massachusetts; 4th most among the states)

	View your recent searches
	
	

	View your saved reports
	
	

	U.S. Census Bureau legislative district data
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	To better prepare you for meetings with legislators and staff

	

	General

	Technical expertise
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Every new bill checked against others filed in the previous two-year cycle, to determine “refiles” … Every budget amendment checked against others previously filed, and bills currently in play

	Your Daily Alert
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Overnight report on what happened to your tracked bills, plus suggestions of new bills for you to track – because they contain words, statutory citations or categories embedded by you

	Auto-track prior cycle tracked bills
	
	Great time saver; based on MassTrac’s better list of refiled bills

	Your Daily Journal
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Every action to every bill whether you’re tracking it or not 

	MassInsider
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	The most comprehensive news briefing – free advertising for MassTrac subscribers 

	Create customized reports
	
	In WORD or EXCEL formats … Include your organization logo for a more professional look

	

	Advanced Bill Search

	The most sophisticated bill tracking service search engine
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Search the site, not just for bill text … Autocomplete to help you find what you want quickly

	Search by category
	
	All bills tagged with category (subject) codes by MassTrac analysts

	Search by existing statutes
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Find bills by the laws they’d affect – because MA bills do not have to contain any key words

	Search by bill progress
	
	There are nine milestones of progress to give a visual way to determine bill status

	Search prior sessions
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	MassTrac contains every bill since the first two-year legislative cycle in 1995-96, with everything that happened to them

	Narrow search using facets
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Much as you can narrow your searches on e-Commerce sites such as eBay and Amazon

	Emailed notifications
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Alerts sent when actions occur to bills, people speak on them at legislative hearings, when legislators speak on them in House and Senate chambers, and more

	

	Bill Information Pages

	Every bill summarized
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Summaries written by a team of attorneys with considerable skill at drafting bills and summarizing them

	List of statutory citations in bills
	
	

	List of categories tagged to bills
	
	

	News articles on bills
	
	

	Press releases on bills
	
	

	Assign positions to bills
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	A big help when it comes to filing with the office of the state Secretary

	Assign priorities to bills
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	Assign tasks to bills
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	Add comments to bills
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	Upload your files to bill pages
	
	Spreadsheets, articles, position papers, anything of any format

	Interest group positions on bills
	
	

	Links to related bills
	
	

	Links to refiled bills
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	Section-by-section summaries of so-called “big bills”
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	Bill text comparisons
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	See changes from one version of a bill to the next version

	

	Budget Information Pages

	Amendment summaries
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	They’re sometimes hard to comprehend … MassTrac re-writes those in plain English

	Outside section summaries
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	Unbundling of consolidated amendments
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	Comparisons of line items
	
	

	Comparisons of outside sections
	
	

	

	Legislative Calendar

	View fundraisers
	
	

	View upcoming committee hearings
	
	

	View upcoming regulatory hearings
	
	

	View State House events
	
	Filing deadlines, lobbying days, legislator birthdays, more

	

	Legislator Information Pages

	Staff contact information
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	News about legislators
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	Floor debate remarks
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	Social media links
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Effectiveness at moving bills out of first chamber
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	This, the next two items, plus other MassTrac content, help you gain a better understanding of legislators

	With whom they vote
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	With whom they co-sponsor bills
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	U.S. Census Bureau district data
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Prepare legislator briefing books based on census data from their districts

	District map 
	
	

	

	Committee Information Pages

	See all bills assigned to committees, those reported out, and those still there
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	Member effectiveness at getting their bills out of their committees
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	The best at this is not always who you think it will be 

	Oral testimony from every hearing
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Prepared by MassTrac reporters

	Written testimony
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	Staff contact information
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	Sync hearings to your smartphone calendar
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	

	

	Vote Data

	View prior year votes
	
	

	Vote descriptions in plain English
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Official vote descriptions often are meaningless 

	Legislative Scorecard
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Choose votes important to your organization, indicate how you’d like legislators to vote on them, generate Scorecard revealing support, in ranked descending order

	
	
	

	Tools for Associations

	Positions, priorities, tasks, and comments
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Assign a position; direct someone to complete a task; assign a priority on a bill; write comments for needed changes … Use positions for when you file with the lobbying division of the office of the state Secretary

	Improve your bill analysis workflow
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Coordinate your executive team, legislative affairs and division experts in one system

	Generate professional looking reports 
	
	Insert your logo at the top, and email them to members or post on your website

	Communicate your legislative agenda with stakeholders & members
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Embed annotated bills lists in your website that contain your positions on bills

	View testimony from previous years
	[image: Image result for masstrac logo][image: Image result for masstrac logo]
	Read your own testimony to make revisions for this session, or prepare counterarguments

	Track committees with jurisdiction over your bills
	
	Be notified whenever they report something out, or file any bills

	Publish a Legislative Scorecard 
	
	Show how legislators voted according to the way you wanted them to vote, in ranked descending order … For internal, or public, use
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