
Judging Criteria 

MNN Nonprofit Advocacy Award 
Judging will be based on: 

 How did you advocate for your constituents when programs that could assist them were 
in need or at risk?  How do you involve your constituencies in your advocacy? 
 

MNN Nonprofit Capacity Building Award 
Judging will be based on: 

 How did this program, service or funding opportunities increase the capability of a 
nonprofit to better serve its constituents. 
 

MNN Nonprofit Collaboration Award 
Judging will be based on: 

 How specifically did working with other organizations further your mission and better 
deliver to your constituents? How did you increase your impact  – and how does your 
collaboration define impact? What did your collaboration achieve that could not have 
been accomplished as individuals? What makes your collaboration uniquely successful? 
 

MNN Nonprofit Communications Award 
Judging will be based on: 

 How did you use new media (social networking, email, website) and /or traditional media 
in increasing the use of your programs, services or creating public awareness of your 
mission. 
 

MNN Nonprofit Innovation Award 
Judging will be based on: 

 Did the organization do something that others can learn from or did you do something in 
a new way?  Be specific in defining innovation – what problems does the “old way” of 
thinking cause or leave unaddressed that your approach solves 
 

MNN Nonprofit Governance Award 
Judging will be based on: 

 How does the organization work with your board? What ways are they involved in 
meeting the goals of the organization?  How active is your board in (for example) 
volunteering or fundraising etc? Is the composition of your board unique – do you have 
(for example) young people or clients, areas residents actively involved in your 
governance? 
 

MNN Nonprofit Leadership Award 
Judging will be based on: 

 In what ways has this leader demonstrated excellence? How did s/he leverage the 
strengths of the organization – or the staff  – to create change? What, specifically, did this 
leader do that increased impact? 
 



MNN Nonprofit Management Award 
Judging will be based on: 

 What challenges did the organization have this year and how did the management handle 
them?  In what ways did the management reach out to stakeholders – as you choose to 
define the term – to address the challenge? 
 

MNN Nonprofit Social Entrepreneur Award 
Judging will be based on: 

 In what ways does the organization create revenue to support programs and services. 
What is the underlying fundamental social change the organization is working to achieve. 
 

MNN Nonprofit Young Professional Award (<35 years old) 
Judging will be based on: 

 In what ways has this young professional demonstrated excellence? How did s/he 
leverage the strengths of the organization – or the staff – to create change? What, 
specifically, did this young professional do that increased impact. 

 


