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Every day, nonprofits in Massachusetts 

make a difference in our state, enriching the lives 
of our children, our families and our 
communities.  I want to thank the Massachusetts 
Nonprofit Network for its commitment to the 
growth and success of these terrific groups. 
 

-Robert DeLeo, House Speaker  
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2009 ANNUAL REPORT2009 ANNUAL REPORT2009 ANNUAL REPORT   

To unite and strengthen the nonprofit sector in the 

Commonwealth through advocacy, public awareness, and 

capacity building services.  

 



 

 

(redesign) Logo 

2009 marked the release lcĐJKK¥pĐkbtĐ
logo.  The squares represent both the 
eight sectors and the eight regions that 
support our work.   The M for 
Massachusetts and the N for Network 
both touch and bolster the large N, which 
stands for Nonprofit .  This illustrates how 
these aspects of our organization support 
nonprofits with Nonprofit  as the premier 
focus.   

(2007 and beyond) Background 
In 2007, hundreds of 501(c)(3) and (c)(4) nonprofits statewide began to find their 
voice and speak as one when MNN was launched.  MNN membership is made up of 
nonprofit members and for-profit affiliate members who work closely with the 
nonprofit sector.  MNN is organized with a focus on the eight regions of 
Massachusetts  and the eight sectors of the nonprofit community:  

Regions 
× Berkshire   

× Cape Cod & Islands 

× Central 

× Greater Boston 

 

× MetroWest 

× Northeast 

× Pioneer Valley 

× Southeast 

Sub-Sectors 
× Arts & Culture  

× Education & Youth 

× Environment 

× Health 

× Housing/CDCs 

× Human Rights 

× Human Services 

× Philanthropy 
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 Each spring, MNN holds an Annual Legislative Day 

on Beacon Hill. Nonprofit leaders from across the 

date are invited. The day includes  training in how to 

work with your legislator, a briefing on what 

nonprofits can and can not do, and a briefing on the 

issues facing the sector and conclude with legislative 

visits. 

 

 

(a voice for the sector) 
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Advocacy 

MNN works to represent the voice and interests of the nonprofit community across 
the Commonwealth to government officials at the local, state, and national level.  We also 
work to educate our members about policy issues that directly affect the sector, including 
how organizations can get involved in advocacy, comply with new laws, and benefit from 
government programs.    

× Burdensome Nonprofit Lobbying 

Law 

× Tax credit for nonprofit 
employers for health care -
included in federal reform options 
and State Senate Bill 

 

× US Senate Candidate Survey 
addressing nonprofit issues 

× Legislative Day on Beacon Hill 

× UPMIFA-Endowment Reform 
 
 

× Federal Stimulus Newsletter  

× Public Charities Law © passed by 
State Senate 

× Retirement Benefits for nonprofit 
employees-passed by Committee 

The way, things get done, in any state, 

you just need a large voice,  a lot of people 
behind something, because that®s when people 
stand up and take note  

-House Ways & Means Chairman 
@e^oibp Jromev* JKK«p 0..6
Legislator of the Year      
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 2009 policy accomplishments 2009 policy accomplishments 
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(bolstering the image) 
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Public Awareness 

One of the most chronic challenges facing 
the nonprofit sector is how to educate the 
public about the importance and 
effectiveness of organizations across the 
state.  MNN works to increase public 
awareness of the sector as a whole, and how 
the people and organizations within it make 
communities across the Commonwealth 
better places to live. MNN emphasizes the 
efforts of those who build strong 
communities by doing essential work-work 
that is not just nice, but necessary; being 
efficient-doing more with less, and being 
effective-doing good, and doing it well. 

We must engage everyone  

in this discussion  
about one community. 
 
-Geeta Pradhan,  
The Boston Foundation  
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celebrated achievements celebrated achievements 
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Announcement at the Boston House of Blues  

× 8 Regional Meetings/Workshops , 
collaborated with local 
organizations to create an agenda 
relevant to the interests and needs 
of the regional orgs 

× Nonprofit Awareness Day , 
featuring Nonprofit Excellence 
Awards 

-10 org and individual awards 
-State recognized day, 2nd Monday in June 

 

× Federal Stimulus Newsletter  
helped inform orgs about how to 
best access the funds and 
resources made available by the 
Federal Stimulus  

× Op-Eds, articles , and ads featured 
in outlets across the state 

 

 

× Produced a state -wide PSA video  
campaign illuminating the value of 
Massachusetts nonprofits while 
partnering with the Epstein 
brothers. 

In early 2008 and 2009, MNN co-convened the State of the 

Sector Briefing with Associated Grant Makers, The Boston 

Foundation, Third Sector New England, and United Way of 

MA Bay & Merrimack Valley 
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